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OUR VISION AND HOPE

SOPHIA envisions a Waukesha County where justice,
equality, and dignity are not just ideals but lived
experiences for every individual, irrespective of race,
faith, or socio-economic background. Our work is
profoundly shaped by a mosaic of faith traditions, which
call us to respect and celebrate the inherent dignity and
worth of every human being.

In this envisioned Waukesha County, SOPHIA commits
to the day when every voice is heard at every table
— particularly the voices of the most marginalized.
Injustices are proactively identified and eliminated;
diverse communities work in unison for the common
good. We understand that the systemic inequalities
woven into our social fabric harm us all, whether we
are directly impacted or not. SOPHIA is dedicated to
dismantling these inequalities, guided by the moral
imperatives of our varied faith traditions.

As a faith-based social justice organization, SOPHIA
strives to create an active justice-seeking culture

in Waukesha County, where race and class are at the
forefront of our communal commitment to change. A
culture where the marginalized, community members,
and the policy decision makers all work together for
justice for all. SOPHIA's enduring commitment and moral
responsibility continues as we enact our faith values and
contribute to the betterment of our entire community.

SOPHIA Members
Ascension Lutheran Church
www.ascensionelca.org
Church of the Resurrection Lutheran Church
www.churchoftheresurrection.org
Community of the Living Spirit
www.communitylivingspirit.com
Faith in Action Today
First Congregational United Church of Christ

First United Methodist Church
www.fumcwaukesha.org

Galilee Lutheran Church - www.GalileeLC.org
Heritage Presbyterian Church
www.heritagechurchmuskego.com

Lake Country Unitarian Universalist Church
www.lcuuc.org

La Casa de Esperanza

NUESTRA VISION Y ESPERANZA

SOPHIA imagina un condado de Waukesha donde la justicia,
laigualdad y la dignidad no sean solo ideales sino experiencias
vividas para cada individuo, independientemente de su raza,
creencia religiosa u origen socioeconémico. Nuestro trabajo
estad profundamente moldeado por un mosaico de tradiciones
religiosas, que nos llaman a respetar y celebrar la dignidad y el
valor inherentes de cada ser humano.

En este condado de Waukesha con el que sonamos, SOPHIA se
compromete con el dia en que todas las voces se escuchen
en cada mesa, particularmente las voces de los marginados.
Las injusticias se identifican y eliminan de forma proactiva;
comunidades diversas trabajan al unisono por el bien comun.
Entendemos que las desigualdades sistémicas entretejidas

en nuestro tejido social nos perjudican a todos, ya sea que

nos veamos afectados directamente o no. SOPHIA se dedica a
desmantelar estas desigualdades, guiada por los imperativos
morales de nuestras variadas tradiciones religiosas.

Como organizacion de justicia social basada en la fe, SOPHIA se
esfuerza por crear una cultura activa de busqueda de justicia
en el condado de Waukesha, donde larazay la clase estan a la
vanguardia de nuestro compromiso comunitario con el cambio.
Una cultura donde los marginados, los miembros de la comunidad y
los tomadores de decisiones politicas trabajen juntos por la justicia
para todos. El compromiso duradero y la responsabilidad moral de
SOPHIA contintian a medida que promulgamos nuestros valores de
fe y contribuimos al mejoramiento de toda nuestra comunidad.

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church
www.stlukeslutheran.org

St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
www.welcome2stmarks.com

Unitarian Universalist Church West
WWW.UUCW.0rg

United Unitarian Universalist

Congregation - www.uniteduuc.org

www.FirstUCCWaukesha.org

How We Are Organized

SOPHIA functions through a Board of
Directors with representation from each
member congregation or organization.
The board meets monthly.

Member organizations establish Core
Teams, which meet regularly to advance
issues and keep SOPHIA grounded in

the concerns that matter most to its
members. Important to this work is a
practice of regular one-on-ones between
individuals inside and outside SOPHIA
which build the power of relationships.

Task forces are created as needs and

www.facebook.com/sophiawaukesha =

www.lacasadeesperanza.org

leadership arise. Contact President or
Task Force Chair for meeting times, or to
be added to the email list.

SOPHIA advocates for equitable
solutions to community problems,
seeking systemic answers that empower
groups and individuals.

Leadership training is a major
component of congregational based
organizing. Members of SOPHIA engage
in leadership training opportunities at
the local, state, and national levels.

Through the Religious Leaders Caucus,

www.sophiawaukesha.org =

pastors and other religious leaders meet to
build relationships, to reflect on the matters
of faith and community concerns, and to help
shape the work of SOPHIA.

SOPHIA is non-partisan and does not
endorse candidates. SOPHIA members
represent all political parties. Our work is
to hold all public officials accountable, no
matter what party they represent.

SOPHIA supports itself through dues paid by congregations
and member organizations, individual donors, grants from
foundations, and fundraising events. SOPHIA is a 501(c)(3)
organization. Charitable contributions to SOPHIA are tax
deductible to the fullest extent of the law.
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CELEBRATING OUR FIRST

20 YEARS

100 East Broadway,
Waukesha, W1 53186

SOPHIA thanks all of our
2024 advertisers.
Please patronize these
businesses and let them
know you saw their
advertisements in

this yearbook.
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APRIL 25, 2004

2004 |5~ 2005

Restored church-release privileges
for inmates at Waukesha County
Huber Facility.
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2024 SOPHIA OFFICERS

President Bernie Gonzalez
262-443-7831
gbernie99@yahoo.com

Treasurer Ray Knutilla
262-782-3199
rkbreak@sbcglobal.net

Secretary Bev Bradford
262-544-5763
bevj.bradford@gmail.com

Communications &
Marketing Coordinator

Alejandra Resendiz

414-326-7494
admin@sophiawaukesha.org

Religious Leaders’ Caucus
SOPHIA ReligiousLeadersCaucus@
gmail.com

Audrey Hebert
262-679-1984
Ak_hebert@hotmail.com

Pastor Michelle Henrichs
262-488-5100
mahenrichs@gmail.com

TASK FORCE CHAIRS

Racial Equity Focus Team
David Bodoh

414-345-0152
dwbodoh@gmail.com

Criminal Justice

System Reform

Kelly Goodman

414-507-8007
Kellygoodman414@gmail.com

Housing Justice

Betty Groenewold
414-418-6086
bjgroenewold@gmail.com

Stephanie Davis
262-719-8009
smzibell@gmail.com

Immigration Reform
Bernie Gonzalez
262-443-7831
Gbernie99@yahoo.com

centrada en las preocupaciones que

Como estamos organlzados mas importan a sus miembros. Lo
SOPHIA funciona a través de una Junta mas importante para este trabajo es
Directiva con representacion de cada una practica regular de uno a uno
congregacién u organizacion que entre individuos dentro y fuera de
son miembros miembro, esta junta SOPHIA que construyen el poder de
directiva se reine mensualmente. las relaciones.

Las organizaciones miembros Los grupos de trabajo se crean a
establecen equipos centrales, que se medida que surgen las necesidades
retinen regularmente para avanzar en y el liderazgo. Comuniquese con el
los problemas y mantener a SOPHIA presidente o el presidente del grupo

MARCH 25, 2006

¥ FEBRUARY 19, 2005 MAY, 2005 Members met with

Community and organizational Met with state legislators to Congressman Jim
leaders speak at first Prayer fund county Treatment and 2 O O 6 Sensenbrenner to urge
Breakfast. Diversion programs. Immigration Reform.

MARCH 17, 2005 MAY 21, 2005

Public Hearing sponsored on Interfaith service to Oppose Racism and

need for Immigration Reform — to pray for racial healing and tolerance

over 500 attending. following hate crime in North Lake.



TWO DECADES OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS.

20 years of Volunteer Efforts and
Dedication Celebrated

This is not just another year; this is our 20th anniversary
and we cannot be prouder to have been contributing to
making our communities better through social justice.
To commit to anyone or anything for 20 years is not
easy, but the dedication and efforts given by many of
our members is something that needs to be recognized
and celebrated.

This year it is all about the member congregations,
individual sustaining members and our volunteers.
Because of your time and donations, we have been able
to move forward with our mission and vision.

We are confident that with your continued support
SOPHIA will continue to thrive. Please support our
annual Community Breakfast and our Multicultural Fair
as they are our two major fundraisers. Volunteers for our
task forces are also welcomed.

Congratulations SOPHIA on your 20th anniversary and
looking forward to many more years to come!

Celebrando 20 aios de esfuerzo
voluntario y dedicacion!

Este no es un afio mas; Este es nuestro vigésimo
aniversario y no podemos estar mas orgullosos de
haber contribuido a mejorar nuestras comunidades a

" A FUTURE OF POSSIBILITIES.

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

BERNIE

GONZALEZ
PRESIDENT,
SOPHIA BOARD
OF DIRECTORS

través de la justicia social. Comprometerse con cualquier persona o cosa
durante 20 anos no es facil, pero la dedicacion y los esfuerzos de muchos
de nuestros miembros es algo que debe ser reconocido y celebrado.

Este afo se trata de las congregaciones miembros, los miembros
individuales que sostienen y nuestros voluntarios.

Gracias a su tiempo y donaciones, hemos podido avanzar con nuestra
mision y vision.

Estamos seguros de que con su continuo apoyo continuaremos
prosperando. Apoye nuestro desayuno comunitario anual y nuestra feria
multicultural, ya que son nuestros dos principales eventos para recaudar
fondos. También son bienvenidos los voluntarios para nuestros grupos
de trabajo.

iFelicitaciones SOPHIA por su 20 Aniversario y esperamos que cumplan
muchos afios mas!

de trabajo para conocer los horarios de las reuniones
o para agregarlo a la lista de correo electrénico.

SOPHIA aboga por soluciones equitativas a los
problemas de la comunidad, buscando respuestas
sistémicas que empoderen a grupos e individuos.

La capacitacion en liderazgo es un componente
principal de la organizacion basada en
congregaciones. Los miembros de SOPHIA participan
en oportunidades de capacitacion en liderazgo a
nivel local, estatal y nacional.

SEPTEMBER, 2006
Kick-off campaign to
add County Day
Reporting Program.

OCTOBER 18, 2006
Sponsored 97th Assembly
District Candidate Forum.

A través de la Junta de Lideres Religiosos, los pastores y otros lideres
religiosos se reiinen para construir relaciones, reflexionar sobre asuntos
de fe y preocupaciones de la comunidad, y ayudar a dar forma al trabajo
de SOPHIA.

SOPHIA no es partidista y no respalda a los candidatos. Los miembros
de SOPHIA representan a todos los partidos politicos. Nuestro trabajo es
hacer que todos los funcionarios publicos rindan cuentas, sin importar el
partido que representen.

SOPHIA se mantiene a si misma a través de cuotas pagadas por congregaciones y
organizaciones miembros, donantes individuales, subvenciones de fundaciones y eventos
de recaudacion de fondos. SOPHIA es una organizacién 501(c)(3). Las contribuciones
benéficas a SOPHIA son deducibles de impuestos en la mayor medida permitida por la ley.

FEBRUARY 13, 2007

SOPHIA joins WISDOM to meet with state
legislators to discuss Health Care Reform, School
Funding, Driver Cards for Immigrants.

MAY 24, 2006

Sponsored Candidate Forum for
state attorney general and local
district attorney.

SEPTEMBER 23, 2006
Sponsored 5th Congressional
District Candidate Forum.

OCTOBER 5-7, 2006
Members assist in planning and attend
National Leadership Assembly in Milwaukee.

FEBRUARY 27, 2007
Waukesha County Board approves Day
Reporting Center for non-violent offenders.
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CELEBRATING OUR FIRST

20 YEARS

2023 Donors

We are honored to have the support of the following
individuals, corporations, foundations, and
congregations who donated to SOPHIA in 2023.

Sue Bangle

Mary Bartkowiak

Barb Barthel

Maureen Bestland

Jim Bickel

Bonnie Birk

Esau Borunda

Mike Leidel & Bev Bradford
Carole Brinkman
Christina L Brown
Debbie & Jim Brownlow
David & Kathryn Bruning
Gregory Carpenter
Emmanuel Corona
Edward & Cathy DeGroot
Steven DeRosier

Mary Duerson

Dennis & Pat Faherty
Susan Fellow

Faye Flesia

Joel & Linda Gaughan
Judith Gregor

Betty & Dave Groenewold
Stephen Groenewold
Dan Goetsch

Ron & Christine Hopkins
Lindsay Paul Jordan
Dean & Barb Kirschner
Ray Knutilla

Kayla Larson

David Liners

Jill M Littlefield
Margaret Lusiba Johnson
Michelle Mader

Susan Mingesz
Rebecca Moczulewski
Larry Nelson

Laraine O'Brien

Jeff Peiffer

Sandra Catherine Peters
Barbara Pfarr

Cynthia Pike

Ellen Poplawski
Kimberly Redding
Alejandra Resendiz

Iva Richards

Michael Riordan

Phil Runkel

Phil & Barbara Salstrom
Ruben Roman

Ruth Ann Stark

Shirley Stoll

Ruben Suarez

Erika Villafuerte

Linda Vincent

Dennis & Diane Voit
Beth Warnes

Elissa Watson

Elizabeth Williams
David L Wolken

Automatic monthly contributions are convenient
for both you and SOPHIA!

+ Your easy and automatic monthly

contribution from your

2023
Silent Auction Donors

SOPHIA thanks all of our Silent Auction Donors
Please patronize these businesses and thank them for
their support of SOPHIA.

BUSINESS DONORS

Adventure Rock (Brookfield)

Church of the Resurrection
Community of the Living Spirit

Lake Country Unitarian Universalist
Church

Mama D’s Coffee Shop - Diana Markus
Martha Merrell’s Bookstore
Milwaukee Admirals

Milwaukee Food and City Tours
Milwaukee Public Museum
Milwaukee Tool

Milwaukee Wave

Panera Bread Gift Card

Petlicious Dog Bakery & Pet Spa
Pieper Porch Winery & Vineyard
Plowshare Fair Trade Marketplace
Potawatomi Hotel & Casino
Signature Salon & Spa - Rosie Steffen
Schlitz Audubon Nature Center

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church

Waukesha Civic Theatre

INDIVIDUAL DONORS

Jim & Paula Bickel Susan Mingesz

Jill Blenski Sandra Peters

Bev Bradford Ellen Poplawski
Mike Camp Ken Reichert

Greg Carpenter Alejandra Resendiz

bank account or credit/debit card provides SOPHIA with a Larilyn Carpenter Iva Richards
reliable, steady stream of financial support. Shirley Chilson John Scheaffer & Tim Baack
« Your support is always current. You never have to wonder Judy Clements Shirley Stoll
ifit’s your time of year to renew. Dr. Virginia Dotson Art Thiesenhusen
« Your support is split up into automatic, affordable monthly gifts. Audrey & John Hebert Diane Voit
Become a monthly donor today at o .
www.sophiawaukesha.org! Christine Hopkins

MARCH 12, 2007

Co-sponsored Educational Forum
urging legislators to address funding
crisis in public schools; over 500

JANUARY, 2008
SOPHIA leaders meet with Sheriff, D.A. and
Waukesha Police Chief to abandon push for

DECEMBER 4, 2008
Community Forum on
opiate use at Galilee

MARCH 28, 2008

Immigration Forum at

attended. Immigration Enforcement Authority. Carroll University. Lutheran Church.

U LD R g [ SR R R
MAY 16, 2007 MARCH 17, 2008 OCTOBER 27,2008
Members participate in ‘Faith and Common SOPHIA members from SOPHIA'S first Public Meeting - County
Destiny’ dialogues assembly at Cross Lutheran LaCasa hold Waukesha Executive Vrakas recognized for support of
Church in Milwaukee. School Board Treatment Alternatives to incarceration.

Candidate Forum.
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TWO DECADES OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS.

Below, Rev. Joe Ellwanger reflects on
his work creating a WISDOM dffiliate
(SOPHIA) in Waukesha County, and
SOPHIA’s 20 yeatrs of justice work.
SOPHIA covenanted April 25, 2004
with 10 congregations.

1. Why did you see creating a
WISDOM* affiliate in
Waukesha so important?

As | was starting out on my attempt
to launch affiliates of WISDOM
throughout Wisconsin, | already

had relationships with some ELCA
(Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America) pastors and congregations
in Waukesha. Relationships are a basic
building block in congregation-based
justice organizing. So, it made sense
to begin where | already had some
relationships. Also, as a founding
member of MICAH (Milwaukee
Innercity Congregations Allied for
Hope), | saw that a WISDOM affiliate
in Waukesha County could help
strengthen MICAH’s justice work,
since greater Milwaukee includes the
City of Waukesha and the suburbs
between Waukesha and Milwaukee.

*WISDOM is a statewide network, committed
to bringing diverse communities together to
work for racial, social and economic justice
for all, working from a faith-based lens.
WISDOM'’s multi-faith network includes

13 dffiliates across Wisconsin.

JANUARY 22, 2009

SOPHIA member speaks at
International Leadership Assembly
in Washington, D.C. about need for
systemic Health Care Reform.

Education Task Force seeks increased
services for children in Waukesha
Public Schools.

" A FUTURE OF POSSIBILITIES.

Justice Work at. its Best,

Rev. Joe Ellwanger, WISDOM Expansion Organizer in 2004,
was instrumental in the start of SOPHIA

2. What are some of the
challenges you faced in the
early days of SOPHIA?

The basic challenge was
convincing the clergy and lay
leaders of the congregations

| approached, that working

for justice was part of their
mission. Working to bring
about changes in housing
policies and in incarceration
policies and in economic
policies, sounded like political
work, not the work of faith
communities. After all, none of
the clergy or lay leaders grew up
in congregations that belonged
to interfaith organizations that
worked on justice issues. And,
of course, the interfaith nature
of congregation-based justice
work was a challenge and a
new experience for many faith
communities. And there is
always the feeling among clergy
and lay leaders that “we already
have enough on our plate”

3. What about your work with SOPHIA are you
most proud of?

First of all, | am truly proud that SOPHIA is still
together and celebrating your 20th anniversary.
There are many factors that can weaken
organizations like SOPHIA—funding challenges,
changes in organizers and clergy, the nitty gritty

of justice work. But you're still here, doing justice
work! That's something | truly celebrate. And | am
proud of two issues where you have taken strong
stands and have won victories that have really made
a difference in the lives of people, have impacted
the culture of Waukesha, and may have had a ripple
effect in the state of Wisconsin. Your stand for
affordable housing in New Berlin has not only
brought affordable housing to New Berlin, but has
put Waukesha and Brookfield and every town in
Waukesha County on notice that affordable housing
is the responsibility of every city and town. And
your stand before the county board for a drug
treatment court, has bought recovery to many
persons who would otherwise have experienced
incarceration. And you're pushing the needle
from the punitive end of the spectrum of law
enforcement to the restorative end of the
spectrum.

That’s justice work at its best.

“The lesson | take from this experience is that patience and
persistence, practiced by good-hearted citizens who base their policy
positions on facts, not prejudice, can achieve mighty outcomes.”

—SOPHIA past President Mark Doremus,
Reflecting in 2014 on establishment

of Alcohol and Drug Treatment courts in Waukesha County

MARCH 10, 2009

www.facebook.com/sophiawaukesha =

www.sophiawaukesha.org =

JUNE 1, 2009

Candlelight Prayer Vigil SOPHIA and WISDOM leaders meet with MARCH, 2009 SOPHIA members addressed
2 O O 9 in support of Immigration state legislators; more than 300 leaders Health Care Dialogues held Pewaukee City Council which later
Reform. met with over 100 legislators. in member congregations. dropped Anti-Immigrant Proposal.
__________________________________________________________________ E =
-l DECEMBER 17, 2008 l FEBRUARY-MARCH, 2009 MARCH, 2009

Housing Task Force works for legislation to provide ‘tax credit’ for
employers assisting in Workforce Housing projects for employees.
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CELEBRATING OUR FIRST

20 YEARS

El trabajo de justicia en Sumakima expresion

Rev. Joe Ellwanger, organizador de WISDOM en 2004,
fue fundamental en el inicio de SOPHIA

A continuacion, el reverendo Joe Ellwanger
reflexiona sobre la época “pre-SOPHIA”

y los 20 arios de trabajo de justicia de
SOPHIA. SOPHIA hizo pacto el 25 de abril
de 2004 con diez congregaciones.

1. ¢{Por qué viste la creacién de un
afiliado WISDOM* en;Waukesha es
tan importante?

Cuando estaba comenzando mi intento
de unir afiliados de WISDOM en todo
Wisconsin, ya tenia relaciones con algunos
pastores y congregaciones de la ELCA
(Iglesia Evangélica Luterana en América)
en Waukesha. Las relaciones son un
elemento bésico en la organizacién de

la justicia basada en la congregacion.
Entonces tenia sentido comenzar donde
ya tenia algunas relaciones. Ademds, como
miembro fundador de MICAH (Milwaukee
Innercity Congregations Allied for Hope -
Congregaciones del centro de Milwaukee
aliadas por la esperanza), vi que una
afiliada de WISDOM en el condado de
Waukesha podria ayudar a fortalecer el
trabajo de justicia de MICAH, ya que el area
metropolitana de Milwaukee incluye la
ciudad de Waukesha y los suburbios entre
Waukesha y Milwaukee.

2. ;Cuales son algunos de los desafios que
enfrenté SOPHIA en los primeros dias?

El desafio basico fue convencer al clero y

a los lideres laicos de las congregaciones
a las que me acerqué de que trabajar por

la justicia era parte de su mision. Trabajar
para lograr cambios en las politicas de
vivienda, en las politicas de encarcelamiento

JUNE 2, 2009

SOPHIA leader invited to participate
in‘Reform Immigration for America’ 2 O 1 O
summit in Washington, D.C.

y en las politicas econédmicas sonaba
como un trabajo politico, no como un
trabajo de comunidades religiosas.
Después de todo, ninguno de los
clérigos ni lideres laicos crecié en
congregaciones que pertenecieran

a organizaciones interreligiosas

que trabajaran en cuestiones de
justicia. Y, por supuesto, la naturaleza
interreligiosa del trabajo de justicia
basado en las congregaciones fue un
desafio y una nueva experiencia para
muchas comunidades religiosas.

Y siempre existe el sentimiento entre
el cleroy los lideres laicos de que “ya
tenemos suficiente entre manos.”

3. ;De qué se siente mas orgulloso
en su trabajo con SOPHIA?

En primer lugar, estoy realmente
orgulloso de que SOPHIA siga juntay
celebrando su vigésimo aniversario.
Hay muchos factores que pueden
debilitar a organizaciones como
SOPHIA: desafios de financiacion,
cambios en los organizadores y el

clero, el meollo del trabajo de justicia.

iPero todavia estas aqui, trabajando
por la justicia! Eso es algo que
realmente celebro. Y estoy orgulloso
de dos temas en los que SOPHIA

ha adoptado posturas firmes y ha
obtenido victorias que realmente
han marcado una diferencia en las
vidas de las personas, han impactado
la cultura de Waukesha y pueden
haber tenido un efecto dominé en el
estado de Wisconsin.

FEBRUARY 16, 2010

Su defensa de la vivienda asequible
en New Berlin no solo ha traido
viviendas asequibles a New Berlin, sino
que también ha advertido a Waukesha
y Brookfield y a todos los pueblos del
condado de Waukesha que la vivienda
asequible es responsabilidad de cada
ciudad y pueblo.

Y su postura ante la junta del condado
para un tribunal de tratamiento de
drogas ha brindado recuperacion

a muchas personas que de otro

modo habrian experimentado el
encarcelamiento. Y estas empujando
la aguja desde el extremo punitivo
del espectro de la aplicacion de la ley
al extremo restaurativo del espectro.

Ese es el mejor trabajo de justicia.

“La leccion que extraigo de esta
experiencia es que la paciencia y
la perseverancia, practicadas por
ciudadanos de buen corazén que
basan sus posiciones politicas en
hechos, no en prejuicios, pueden
lograr grandes resultados.”

—SOPHIA ex presidente Marcos Doremus,
Reflexionando en 2014 sobre el
establecimientode los tribunales de
tratamiento de alcohol y drogas en el
condado de Waukesha

*WISDOM es una red estatal, comprometida a
unir a diversas comunidades para trabajar por

la justicia racial, social y econémica para todos,
trabajando desde una perspectiva basada en la fe.
La red multirreligiosa de WISDOM incluye

13 afiliados en todo Wisconsin.

SOPHIA and WISDOM leaders MARCH 11,2010 NOVEMBER 29, 2010
lobby state legislators to regulate 100th graduate from Prayer Vigil for passage of
Predatory Payday Lenders. Alcohol Treatment Court. federal DREAM Act.

FEBRUARY 22,2010
Prayer Vigil protesting predatory
practices of Payday Lenders.

JUNE 7,2010
Press conference at New Berlin City Council
standing up for Workforce Housing development.
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TWO DECADES OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS.

David Liners—

Ordinary People continue to do
Extraordinary Things

David Liners, current WISDOM
Executive Director, was instrumental
—along with Joe Ellwanger, WISDOM
Expansion Organizer in 2003—in
starting SOPHIA in 2004. Below, David
reflects on the pre-SOPHIA time and
SOPHIA’s 20 years of justice work.
SOPHIA covenanted on April 25, 2004
with ten congregations.

Twenty years can go by in a hurry.
It doesn’t seem that long ago that a
circle of religious and lay leaders started
gathering every month to reflect on
Rev. Dennis Jacobsen’s book, Doing
Justice and talking about what it would
be like to build a faith-based justice
organization in Waukesha County.

Not only were they able to build it,

but SOPHIA has sustained itself and

put together an impressive string of
achievements.

SOPHIA has been courageous.

For me, the most impressive moment
for the organization came in 2010

when SOPHIA stood up for affordable
housing in New Berlin. At public
meetings and in an atmosphere of real
hostility, SOPHIA leaders stood up for
our values of inclusion and equity. In
that particular instance, SOPHIA “lost the
battle, but won the war," as the housing
was eventually built. That courageous,
principled stand actually cost SOPHIA
some members, and even some financial
support. In the end, though, it made

MARCH, 2011
SOPHIA members along
with WISDOM meet with
state legislators.

APRIL 22,2011
SOPHIA leads Sacred
Walk on Good Friday.

www.facebook.com/sophiawaukesha

APRIL 30, 2011

Rev. Dr. Bryan Massingale speaks on
'Faith’s Contributions to Social Justice’
at SOPHIA Prayer Breakfast.

SOPHIA stronger. SOPHIA is not an
organization that just shows up when
it's easy or when the cause is popular.

SOPHIA has been persistent.

For the past three years, SOPHIA leaders
have been advocating for Waukesha
County to close its Huber facility. (see pg.
10) SOPHIA has pushed for change so
that people sentenced under the Huber
Law are put on electronic monitoring
and, instead of going to the facility, they
go home at night. SOPHIA met with
County Board members, the Sheriff, the
County Executive, and others. They even
organized a field trip to LaCrosse to learn
how LaCrosse had implemented that
change. In March of 2024, Waukesha
County announced that it will do exactly
what SOPHIA has advocated!

For 20 years, SOPHIA has been

a powerful force in Waukesha
County. Ordinary people continue
to do extraordinary things. The next
two decades will require more people

of faith and good will to step forward

to continue to build this community

of compassion, hope, courage and
persistence.

SOPHIA’s is a voice that Waukesha
County and Wisconsin need to heatr,
even more loudly!

DECEMBER, 2011
Candlelight Prayer Vigil
to call on legislators to
maintain BadgerCare
coverage.

OCTOBER, 2011

Religious Leaders Caucus Breakfast —

Theological Perspective for Prison Reform.

=  www.sophiawaukesha.org =

" A FUTURE OF POSSIBILITIES.

David Liners—

la gente

comun sique
haciendo cosas
extraordinarias

David Liners, actual Director Ejecutivo
de WISDOM, jugé un papel decisivo,
junto con Joe Ellwanger, Organizador
de la Expansion de WISDOM en 2003,
en el inicio de SOPHIA en 2004. A
continuacion, David reflexiona sobre la
época anterior a SOPHIA y los 20 afios
de trabajo de justicia de SOPHIA. SOFIA
hizo pacto el 25 de abril de 2004 con
diez congregaciones.

Veinte pueden pasar rapidamente.
Parece que fue ayer que un circulo de
lideres religiosos y laicos comenzé a
reunirse cada mes para reflexionar sobre
el libro del reverendo Dennis Jacobsen,
“Doing Justice” (Haciendo Justicia) , y
hablar sobre cdmo seria construir una
organizacién de justicia basada en la fe
en El Condado de Waukesha. No sélo
pudieron construirlo, sino que SOPHIA
se ha sostenido y ha logrado una
impresionante serie de logros.

SOPHIA ha sido valiente.

Para mi, el momento mas impresionante
para la organizacion llegé cuando SOPHIA
defendid la vivienda asequible en New
Berlin. En reuniones publicas y en una
atmosfera de verdadera hostilidad, los
lideres de SOPHIA defendieron nuestros

(Continta en la pdgina 24)

JANUARY, 2012
SOPHIA and Plowshare
co-sponsor Human Rights
Immigration Forum.

___________ _1_ [
FEBRUARY 7,2012
Waukesha City Council
approves Workforce
Housing project.
SOPHIA 2024 9



CELEBRATING OUR FIRST

20 YEARS

Grupo de trabajo sobre reforma de la justicia penal

Cierredelasinsta

El Grupo de Trabajo para la Reforma
de la Justicia Penal (CJTF, por sus

siglas en inglés) de SOPHIA trabaja

para reformar el sistema de justicia
penal en el condado de Waukesha y
Wisconsin, solicitando programas y
politicas que permitan a las personas
verdaderamente rehabilitarse mientras
se les responsabiliza por delitos penales.

Nos centramos en:

0 Solicitamos que se amplien los tribunales
de tratamiento en el condado de Waukesha
I Incrementar la financiacion estatal para
alternativas de tratamiento y programas de
desviacion.

I Restaurar las prioridades humanas en el
sistema de justicia penal de nuestro estado.
I Ayudar a las personas a comprender

los costos reales del encarcelamiento en
Wisconsin.

A nivel local, la CJTF se esta centrando

en dos cuestiones principales:
revocaciones sin delitos en el condado de
Waukesha y el apoyo a las alternativas

de la Instalacion Huber.

Revocaciones sin delitos

Las revocaciones sin delito son casos en los
que una persona en libertad condicional
regresa a la carcel porque no cumplié con
las condiciones de la libertad condicional.
No hay ningun delito involucrado en su
comportamiento. Estas decisiones las toman
los funcionarios de libertad condicional.
Trabajamos con el director de libertad
condicional del condado de Waukesha
para dar a conocer SOPHIA y su mision,
para explicar nuestro papel como asesores
y representantes de la comunidad.

MAY 10, 2012
SOPHIA receives ‘Friend
of the Friendless’
Award from Wisconsin

FEBRUARY, 2012
11x15 Campaign
for Safer, Healthier

aciones de Huber =

Alternativas a las instalaciones de Huber
El Programa Huber permite a los delincuentes
no violentos mantener sus trabajos mientras
cumplen su condena. Actualmente viven

en una carcel y salen todos los dias para ir a
trabajar, regresando a la cércel después del
trabajo.

La CJTF se dio cuenta de que el condado de
Waukesha estaba evaluando las instalaciones
actuales de la carcel de Huber que necesitaban
ser actualizadas. Nuestro grupo de trabajo
analizé los costos, beneficios y beneficios
sociales de las alternativas a la instalacion. El
grupo de trabajo estudié y compartié los pros
y los contras de los cambios realizados por el
condado de La Crosse hace varios afios cuando
eliminaron sus instalaciones en Huber. La CJTF
lleva mucho tiempo abogando por un mayor
uso de la vigilancia electrénica como alternativa
al encarcelamiento.

Durante afos, CJTF ha establecido relaciones
con quienes toman decisiones, se reunié con
el ejecutivo del condado, Paul Farrow, con el
sheriff del condado de Waukesha, Severson,
participé en el Consejo Colaborador de Justicia
Penal, siempre compartiendo inquietudes
sobre el programa actual; compartir resultados
de estudios, apoyar una solucién para los
delincuentes y la comunidad.

El 15 de marzo, GM en linea informé que

“el condado de Waukesha pronto ya no enviard
reclusos a cumplir sentencias dentro del Centro
Huber, sino que los trasladard a un sistema de
monitoreo electrénico, anuncié el sheriff Eric
Severson el viernes"”.

Esta es una victoria para el condado de
Waukesha, los delincuentes no violentos,

FALL, 2012
SOPHIA leaders give 11x15
presentations to more than

SEPTEMBER, 2012

New Berlin Workforce Housing

Ganar-Ganar!

las familias y los contribuyentes.
SOPHIA CJTF sequird involucrada
mientras se desarrolla el proceso
especifico de cierre.

Futuro:

Esté atento a los detalles de un Foro de
Candidatos para la Oficina del Fiscal de
Distrito en el Condado de Waukesha
para concienciar a los votantes sobre
los candidatos y sus ideas.

Para obtener mas informacion o
unirse a las reuniones mensuales,
comuniquese con: Kelly Goodman
en KellyGoodman@allstate.com
Unase a nosotros: jtodos son
bienvenidos!

Y
<

FEBRUARY, 2013
Religious Leaders Caucus
breakfast re: Educational Needs
of Public School students

Communities begins. Community Services. Development opens. 30 community organizations.
[ I [l i T T T I e e e ol T T
APRIL, 2012 JULY, 2012 FALL, 2012
SOPHIA leaders Stand in Solidarity with SOPHIA sponsors Health Care SOPHIA Public Meeting highlights 11x15 campaign.
Muslim brothers and sisters to support Forum discussing Faith, Affordable
proposal to build mosque in Brookfield. Care Act and Badger Care.
10 SOPHIA 2024 = www.sophiawaukesha.org = www.facebook.com/sophiawaukesha



TWO DECADES OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS.

SOPHIA’s Criminal Justice Reform
Task Force (CJTF) works to reform
the criminal justice system in
Waukesha County and Wisconsin,
calling for programs and policies
that enable people to become truly
rehabilitated while held accountable
for criminal offenses.

We focus on:

1 Calling for expanded treatment courts in
Waukesha County.

0 Increasing state funding for treatment
alternatives and diversion programs.

0 Restoring humane priorities to our state’s
criminal justice system.

S
{ N A

B!

MARCH, 2013
Members lead

“Capacity Building
Lenten Dialogues.

Good Friday Sacred
Walk in Waukesha.

MARCH 14,2013

50 SOPHIA leaders join 11x15 Campaign
rally in Madison and meet with legislators
to talk about Treatment Alternatives

and Diversions, increasing BadgerCare,
restoring cuts to Public Transit.

MARCH 29, 2013

AUGUST 22,2013
Summit in Madison
expands focus of
11x15 Campaign.

" A FUTURE OF POSSIBILITIES.

Criminal Justice Reform Tash Force

Huber Facility Closing = Win-Win

I Helping people understand the real
costs of incarceration in Wisconsin.

Locally, the CJTF is focusing

on two major issues: Crimeless
Revocations in Waukesha County
and supporting Huber Facility
alternatives.

Crimeless Revocations

Crimeless revocations are instances
when a person on parole is returned
to jail because he or she did not meet
conditions of the parole. There is

no crime involved in their behavior.
These decisions are made by the
parole officers. We work with the
chief parole officer for Waukesha
County to make SOPHIA and its
mission known, to explain our role
as advisory and as representatives of
the community.

Huber Facility Alternatives

The Huber Program allows non-
violent offenders to maintain their
jobs while serving their sentence.
Currently, they live in a jail and leave
each day to go to work, returning to
jail after work.

The CJTF became aware that
Waukesha County was evaluating its
current Huber Jail facility that needs
updating. Our task force looked at
the cost benefits and social benefits
of alternatives to the facility. The task
force studied and shared the pros
and cons the changes made by La

OCTOBER5,2013

FEBRUARY 14,2014

Crosse County several years ago when
they eliminated their Huber facility. CJTF
has long been advocating increased use
of electronic monitoring as an alternative
to incarceration.

For years, CJTF has built relationships
with the decision makers, met with
County Executive Paul Farrow, with
Waukesha County Sheriff Severson,
participated in the Criminal Justice
Collaborating Council—always sharing
concerns of the current program; sharing
study results, supporting a solution for
offenders and the community.

On March 15, GM online reported that
“Waukesha County will soon no longer be
sending inmates to serve sentences within
the Huber Facility, moving them instead

to an electronic monitoring system, Sheriff
Eric Severson announced Friday.”

This is a win for Waukesha County, non-
violent offenders, families, tax-payers.

SOPHIA CJTF will remain involved as the
specific process for closing is developed.

Future:

Watch for details of a Candidate Forum
for the Office of District Attorney in
Waukesha County to make voters aware
of the candidates and their ideas.

To learn more or join the monthly
meetings, contact: Kelly Goodman at
KellyGoodman@allstate.com

Please join us — all are welcome!

MARCH 21,2014

SOPHIA Immigration SOPHIA joins WISDOM calling SOPHIA receives
Rally at Carroll 2 O 1 4 on Gov. Walker to fix unjust Peacebuilder Award from
University. Parole System. Plowshare Center.

DECEMBER 6, 2013
Prayer Vigil to expand
BadgerCare.

MARCH 12,2014

Religious Leaders Caucus breakfast.

www.facebook.com/sophiawaukesha = www.sophiawaukesha.org = SOPHIA 2024 11



CELEBRATING OUR FIRST

20 YEARS

Housing Justice Tash Force -
Addresses Housing Crisis in Waukesha

The Housing Crisis in Waukesha continues Last year, SOPHIA was awarded a grant from the Bader Foundation.

to intensify, with the average rent here With their support, we will continue to advocate for people with vouchers,
higher than all but one other county in while also campaigning for the passage of a county ordinance that would bar
Wisconsin. As a result, we are seeing more and this kind of discrimination.

more families experiencing homelessness and
housing insecurity. Right now, one out of every
five renters in our county is severely cost-
burdened, meaning they pay over half of their

income just to keep a roof over their heads. This ¥ SOPHIA Housing Justice Task Force members Freddie
means folks must decide between paying their Wilson and Sandy Peters participate in a Housing Forum
rent and buying essentials like groceries highlighting the need for affordable housing. 43.4% of

or medication. renters in Waukesha County are considered cost-burdened.

Following the Housing Forum that we organized
last March, SOPHIA expanded our Housing Task
Force by recruiting new leaders from different
congregations and organizations within our
coalition. Together, we have conducted face-to-
face meetings with city and county officials,
local service providers, and other area
stakeholders to better understand Waukesha
County’s unique housing needs and potential
policy solutions.

One of the primary issues task force members
have uncovered is that many struggling
families and individuals who receive Section

8 vouchers from our local housing authority
are unable to find landlords who will rent to
them. Unfortunately, many landlords choose

not to rent to applicants with housing vouchers,
because of the negative stigma and stereotypes
that are unfairly associated with families who need
affordable housing. To combat this problem, a few
years ago, Milwaukee County passed an ordinance
that forbids landlords from discriminating against
applicants based solely on the source of their
income. However, such an ordinance has yet to
be implemented in Waukesha.

DECEMBER 10, 2014

JULY 9, 2014 Religious Leaders Caucus
MARCH, 2014 APRIL 3,2014 Join statewide Criminal Justice holds forum with Othman
SOPHIA members walk Members fought to secure Coordinating Council giving Atta, Executive Director of the JANUARY 31,2015
through downtown funding for Waukesha testimony urging support for Islamic Society of Milwaukee, Prayer Vigil for Immigration
Waukesha to call for Driver | County’s Criminal Justice Treatment Alternatives and calling for renewing respectful 2 O 1 5 Reform held at Cutler Park—
Cards legislation. Collaborating Council. Diversions grant program. dialogue in our communities. visible to all who drove by.
I T T O U L (LA U
1 MARCH, 2014 MAY 16,2014 FALL, 2014

SOPHIA leads multiple presentations SOPHIA sponsors Leadership Meet with County Supervisors to

throughout county re: need for Driver Training. advocate for increase funding for

Cards. alternative sentences in County Budget.

12 SOPHIA 2024 = www.sophiawaukesha.org = www.facebook.com/sophiawaukesha



TWO DECADES OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS.

La crisis de vivienda en Waukesha
continua intensificandose, y el costo
de alquiler promedio aqui es mas
alto que el de todos los condados
de Wisconsin, excepto uno. Como
resultado, vemos cada vez mas familias sin
hogar e inseguridad habitacional. En este
momento, uno de cada cinco inquilinos
en nuestro condado tiene una gran
carga de costos, lo que significa que
pagan mas de la mitad de sus ingresos
solo para mantener un techo sobre sus

JUNE, 2015
MAY 1, 2015 Public Transportation Task
SOPHIA Organizer Force Launched. Transit users

Bernie Gonzalez speaks
at'Day without Latinos’

rally in Madison. their lives.

APRIL 29,2015

SOPHIA and WISDOM leaders
meet with state legislators on
SOPHIA issues.

www.facebook.com/sophiawaukesha =

shared stories how insufficient
public transportation affects

SEPTEMBER, 2015

Leaders address Waukesha Co. Health

and Human Services Board advocating for
increased funding and programming via
Drug and Alcohol Treatment Courts.

" A FUTURE OF POSSIBILITIES.

EL GRUPO DE TRABAJO SOBRE JUSTICIA -
de Vivienda Aborda la Crisis de Vivienda en Waukesha

cabezas. Esto significa que la gente debe
decidir entre pagar el alquiler o comprar
elementos esenciales como comida o
medicamentos.

Después del Foro de Vivienda que
organizamos en marzo pasado, nuestro
grupo de trabajo sobre vivienda se
amplié reclutando nuevos lideres
de diferentes congregaciones y
organizaciones dentro de nuestra
coalicion. Juntos, hemos llevado a cabo
reuniones cara a cara con
funcionarios de la Ciudad
y el Condado, proveedores
de servicios locales y
otras partes interesadas
del drea para comprender
mejor las necesidades de
vivienda unicas del condado
de Waukesha y las posibles
soluciones politicas.

Uno de los principales
problemas que han
descubierto los miembros
del grupo de trabajo es

que muchas familias e
individuos en dificultades
que reciben vales de la
Seccion 8 de nuestra
autoridad de vivienda
local no pueden
encontrar propietarios
que les alquilen.
Desafortunadamente,
muchos propietarios optan
por no alquilar a solicitantes

SEPTEMBER, 2015
Sponsor forum to push for Drivers
Card legislation at LaCasa de

Esperanza with WI Representative
JoCasta Zamarippa - Bilingual 2 O 1 6
services available.

NOVEMBER, 2015

Religious Leaders Caucus presents
WI Council of Churches Executive
Director speaking on impact of
poverty on our community.

www.sophiawaukesha.org =

con vales de vivienda debido al estigma
negativo y los estereotipos que se
asocian injustamente con las familias
que necesitan viviendas asequibles. Para
combatir este problema, hace unos afnos,
el condado de Milwaukee aprobé una
ordenanza que prohibe a los propietarios
discriminar a los solicitantes basandose
Unicamente en la fuente de sus ingresos.
Sin embargo, dicha ordenanza alin no se
ha implementado en Waukesha.

El aiio pasado SOPHIA recibié una
subvencion de la Fundacion Bader.
Con su apoyo, continuaremos abogando
por las personas con vales, al mismo
tiempo que hacemos campania para

la aprobacion de una ordenanza del
condado que prohibiria este tipo de
discriminacion.

“Dentro de este Anuario hay
historias de personas cuyas vidas
estdn cambiando y han sido
cambiadas por el trabajo que
realiza SOPHIA’".

—SOPHIA ex presidente David Kraemer,
reflexionando en 2017

“Inside this Yearbook are stories

of people whose lives are chang-
ing, and have been changed, by

the work that SOPHIA does.”

—SOPHIA past President David Kraemer,
reflecting in 2017

MAY 1,2016
MARCH 22,2016 SOPHIA hosts Statewide
SOPHIA Organizer Bernie Rally in Cutler Park with walk
Gonzalez speaks on PBS to County Courthouse -

Program jAdelante! protesting 287g legislation.

SPRING, 2016
Criminal Justice Task Force presents
multiple presentations county-
wide re: SOPHIA work
SOPHIA 2024 13
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Nacionalismo Cristiano Blanco -

Responder Como Personas de fe y Justicia

...laluchaentre la justicia y la inclusion para todos. ..
y una mentalidad de privilegio y control de los blancos

por el reverendo James Holmberg

Personas de fe de todo el estado

y de otros lugares se unieron al
evento del Caucus de Lideres
Religiosos (RLC) celebrado a través
de Zoom en noviembre de 2023.
Debido al entusiasmo generado
por las casi cien personas que
participaron, el RLC celebré debates
de seguimiento muy concurridos en
Marzo de 2024.

El tema en 2023 fue “Nacionalismo
cristiano blanco: responder como
personas de fe y justicia’, Daniel Bice,
periodista del Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel, fue el orador principal.

Dan presenta regularmente sobre
la estrecha relacion entre lafe y

la politica, asi como comentarios
biblicos mas profundos en su
congregacion en Wauwatosa.

Gran parte del material de referencia
de Dan fue tomado del libro Taking
America Back for God: Christian
Nationalism in the United States
(Recuperando a Estados Unidos

para Dios: el nacionalismo cristiano
en los Estados Unidos) de Andrew
Whitehead y Samuel Perry.

En la introduccion, los autores
definen el nacionalismo cristiano
como “un marco cultural—una

coleccion de mitos, tradiciones,
simbolos, narrativas y sistemas de
valores—que idealiza y aboga por una
fusion del cristianismo con la vida civica
estadounidense” (p. 10).

Dan sefnal6 que Whitehead y Perry
utilizan cuatro categorias de
respuestas del publico al nacionalismo
cristiano:

Embajadores (19,8%),

Adaptadores (32,1%),

Resistidores (26,6%) y

Opositores (21,5%).
Dan defini6 cada categoria e invit6 a los
participantes a responder preguntas para
determinar con cual categoria encajaban.

Los autores sostienen que el
nacionalismo cristiano es en realidad
“cristianismo cooptado al servicio del
podery la separacién del nacionalismo
étnico” (p. 145).

Dan hizo un excelente trabajo al
presentar los problemas que enfrenta
la nacién mientras lidia con esta
antigua— pero recientemente
revitalizada—lucha entre la justicia y
la inclusion para todas las personas,
y una mentalidad de privilegio y
control de los blancos.

“Creo que vale la pena disfrutar de la esperanza y
ciertamente espero que todos podamos reflexionar
sobre el hecho de que podemos superar nuestras
diferencias, abrir lineas de comunicaciéon y empezar

a escucharnos unos a otros. El objetivo, por supuesto,
es seguir trabajando para lograr la equidad, aceptar
que todos tenemos derecho a buscar la felicidad y una
mejor calidad de vida independientemente de cémo
seamos “clasificados” por la sociedad. jHagdmoslo!

—SOPHIA ex presidente Bernie Gonzalez,

AUGUST 10,2016

SOPHIA convenes First
Waukesha County Transit

JUNE 11-12, 2016

SOPHIA hosts Voter Collaborative—community public officials, transit riders and Board meetings fighting for CJTF - Coordinates showings of
Registration Drive at organizations and service service providers to raise issues, build proposal to significantly increase documentary ‘Milwaukee 53206
Fiesta Waukesha. providers begin collaborating. | awareness and to build relationships. finding for CJCC programs. with discussions following.
[ R T e T T Ll T I I T e T T e T T P e T T T
l JULY 12,2016 SEPTEMBER 10,2016 SEPTEMBER 21,2016 NOVEMBER 9, 2016

Public Transit Task Force provides
warm meal to transit users,
inviting them to share stories.

14 SOPHIA 2024 =

www.sophiawaukesha.org =

SEPTEMBER 14, 2016
SOPHIA Forum brings together

SOPHIA sponsors Family
Activities at Minooka Park to
raise funds for DACA recipients.

Criminal Justice Reform Forum at New
Berlin Library—Leaders meet with multiple
County Leaders working to improve county
alcohol/drug treatment programs.

reflexionando en 2022

OCTOBER 19, 2016
SOPHIA leaders speak at County

NOVEMBER 21, 2016

Religious Leaders Caucus speaker,
Rev. Venice Williams, urges all to
build bridges, welcome all.

www.facebook.com/sophiawaukesha



TWO DECADES OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS.

A FUTURE OF POSSIBILITIES.

White Christian Nationalism -
Responding as People of Faith and Justice

...the struggle between justice and inclusion for all. ..
and a mind-set of white privilege and control

by Rev. James Holmberg

People of faith from around the state
and beyond joined the Religious
Leader’s Caucus (RLC) Event held via
Zoom in November, 2023. Due to the
excitement generated by the nearly
hundred people who participated,
the RLC held well-attended follow-up
discussions in March, 2024.

The topic in 2023 was “White
Christian Nationalism - Responding
as People of Faith and Justice.”
Daniel Bice, a journalist with the
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, was the
keynote speaker.

Dan regularly presents on the
intersection of faith and politics, as
well as deeper biblical commentary
at his congregation in Wauwatosa.

Much of Dan’s background material
was taken from the book Taking
America Back for God: Christian
Nationalism in the United States by
Andrew Whitehead and Samuel
Perry. In the introduction, the authors
define Christian Nationalism as“a
cultural framework—a collection of
myths, traditions, symbols, narratives,
and value systems—that idealizes
and advocates a fusion of Christianity
with American civic life” (p.10).

JANUARY 20, 2017

Joins statewide call for Immigration

Dan noted that Whitehead
and Perry use four categories
of responses by the public to
Christian Nationalism:
ambassadors (19.8%),
accommodators (32.1%),
resistors (26.6%), and
rejectors (21.5%).
Dan defined each category and
invited participants to answer
questions to determine where
each person fell.

The authors argue that Christian
Nationalism is in reality “Christianity
co-opted in the service of ethno-
national power and separation” (p.145).

Dan did an excellent job of
presenting the issues that are facing
the nation as it grapples with this
old—but newly invigorated—
struggle between justice and
inclusion for all people, and a mind-
set of white privilege and control.

“Hope is something | believe is worth indulging in
and | certainly hope that we can all reflect on the
fact that we can overcome our differences, open
the lines of communication, start listening to each
other. The goal of course, is to continue to work
towards achieving equity, accept that we all have
the right to seek happiness and a better quality of
life regardless of how we are ‘classified’ by society.

Let us get it done!”

—SOPHIA past President Bernie Gonzalez,

MARCH 30, 2017

SOPHIA leaders meet with state
legislators re: restoring Transit

reflecting in 2022

JULY, 2017
Waukesha County

FEBRUARY 19,2017

Immigration Rally at Cutler Park

funding, Immigration Driver
Cards, multiple Criminal Justice

Transportation Coalition receives
Sierra Club's 2017 National Special

Reform, release of prisoners held at

speaking out for immigration

Reform issues, Education funding, Achievement national award for

deportation facilities. reform and against deportation. Expanding BadgerCare. work on state budget.
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— ->
l DECEMBER 3,2016 FEBRUARY 8, 2017 MARCH 18,2017 SPRING, 2017
SOPHIA co-sponsors state-wide Immigration Reform Forum, ‘Know Your Rights, SOPHIA sponsors forum SOPHIA leaders testify at Joint
transit Summit. Waukesha Branch held at Ascension Lutheran Church—providing on‘How to be Become a Finance Committee meetings.

of EXPO (Ex-Incarcerated Persons
Organizing) launched.

tools for undocumented individuals (additional
workshops offered throughout 2017).

Sanctuary Church!
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CELEBRATING OUR FIRST

20 YEARS
"When we pray, we move our feet”

Rev. Marian Boyle
Rohloff stirred a crowd
of 100 SOPHIA Supporters
on October 14, at the
2023 SOPHIA Community
Breakfast in her keynote
speech titled “Truth,
Power and Persistence.”

“We persist through
challenge and setbacks
for the sake of God'’s
justice and God'’s
communities today,
here and now.”

“I wonder how many
children, youth and adults
in Waukesha County have
witnessed your good work
over the years? How many
impacted by injustice have
had their stories honored
and heard because of
your work? How many
have been given hope by
your work for the rights

of new immigrants, who
have been given courage
by you standing up for
racial equity and the

truth about our local and

A Community Breakfast Keynote Speaker
Rev. Marian Boyle Rohloff inspires all.

FALL, 2017 NOVEMBER 8, 2017 FALL, 2018 NOVEMBER 13,2018
Meet with county officials to Religious Leaders Forum SUMMER, 2018 Housing Justice TF meets with Religious Leaders Caucus hosts
oppose'287g. Immigration hosts Nelia Olivencia, Statewide funding for County Executive to ensure that | Rev. Kerri Parker of Wl Council
Rally at Cutler Park. Hundreds | UW-Whitewater professor treatment alternatives increased workers in Waukesha County are | of Churches challenging us to
actively oppose local —reviewing proposed 2 O 1 8 to $6 m|II|.on. New state prison at the table when considering use‘Courage, Justice and Holy
participation in‘287g! immigration legislation . construction halted.. Neighborhood Initiative actions. Imagination’to make change.
e e g

SEPTEMBER 21, 2017 MAY, 2018 FALL, 2018

Anti-Hate Prayer Vigil on visible corner of Transit Hearing held with public officials. Fight for state budget Pilgrimage and multiple presentations

a downtown Waukesha church. to include JobLines bus, increase state funding for public highlight need for Driver Cards for

transportation, segregate transit funds from transportation fund. immigrants who are undocumented.

16 SOPHIA 2024 = www.sophiawaukesha.org = www.facebook.com/sophiawaukesha



TWO DECADES OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS.

national histories? How many hearts
have been opened to the realities of
our broken correctional system? How
your leadership has made space for
affordable housing in this community?”

“Thank you, SOPHIA, for your
powerful work over these years.”

Also speaking at the breakfast was Mike
Hallquist, City of Brookfield Alderman,
who helped move a successful—though
contested—Ilow-income housing
initiative in that city through the City
Council.

The Task Force chairs of Housing,
Immigration, and Criminal Justice Task
Forces and its Religious Leaders Caucus,
all gave powerful updates on the work

of their task forces—the Work of SOPHIA.

All demonstrated how their actions
“persist in their pursuit of truth and
power, and prove that when we pray,
we move our feet.”

The annual breakfast was held at La Casa
de Esperanza in Waukesha with support
from sponsors Bernie Gonzalez, Bev
Bradford, Diane and Dennis Voit,

Iva Richards, Ralph Schultz, and Dean
and Barb Kirschner. A silent auction led
by Larilyn Carpenter raised $3,000.

MARCH, 2019

“Cuando oramaos, avanzamos

La Reverenda Marian Boyle Rohloff
conmovié a una multitud de 100
seguidores de SOPHIA el 14 de
octubre, en el Desayuno Comunitario
SOPHIA 2023, con su discurso de
apertura titulado “Verdad, poder y
persistencia”.

“Persistimos a través de desafios y
reveses por el bien de la justicia de
Dios y las comunidades de Dios hoy,
aquiy ahora!”

“Me pregunto ;cuantos ninos, jovenes
y adultos en el condado de Waukesha
han sido testigos del buen trabajo

de SOPHIA a lo largo de los afios?
;Cuéntas personas afectadas por

la injusticia han visto sus historias
honradas y escuchadas gracias a

su trabajo? ;A cuantos les ha dado
esperanza su trabajo por los derechos
de los nuevos inmigrantes?, ;A
quiénes les ha dado valor su defensa
de la equidad racial y la verdad sobre
nuestras historias locales y nacionales?
{Cuéntos corazones se han abierto

a las realidades de nuestro sistema
correccional roto? ;Cémo su liderazgo
ha hecho espacio para viviendas
asequibles en esta comunidad?

“Gracias SOPHIA por tu poderoso
trabajo durante estos aios”.

FALL, 2019

" A FUTURE OF POSSIBILITIES.

En el desayuno también hablé
Mike Hallquist, concejal de la
ciudad de Brookfield, quien ayudo
aimpulsar una iniciativa exitosa,
aunque cuestionada, de viviendas
para personas de bajos ingresos
en esa ciudad a través del Concejo
Municipal.

Los presidentes de los grupos de
trabajo de Vivienda, Inmigraciény
Justicia Penal y su grupo de lideres
religiosos brindaron poderosas
actualizaciones sobre el trabajo de
sus grupos de trabajo: el trabajo

de SOPHIA. Todos demostraron
cémo sus acciones “persisten en su
busqueda de la verdady el poder,
y demuestran que cuando oramos,
movemos los pies.”

El desayuno anual se llevé a cabo en
La Casa de Esperanza en Waukesha
con el apoyo de los patrocinadores
Bernie Gonzalez, Bev Bradford,
Diane y Dennis Voit, lva Richards,
Ralph Schultz, y Dean y Barb
Kirschner. Una subasta silenciosa
dirigida por Lailyn Carpenter
recaudé 3.000 délares.

Housing Justice Task Force facilitates

SEPTEMBER 21, 2019
Forum held on immigration
myths, and the realities of the
benefits of immigrants.

conversations in member congregations re:
housing needs. Presents at Waukesha County
Sustainability Fair. Partners with St. Vincent de
Paul’s'‘Community Voice for Change Report!

Full sized replica of a Solitary Confinement
Cell in Waukesha—a chance to walk inside
the cell and experience it. People who had
been incarcerated shared their experiences.
-------------------------------------- l I L I L eI I I

FEBRUARY, 2019 JULY, 2019 NOVEMBER 13,2019 NOVEMBER, 2019

SOPHIA adopts WISDOM Transportation Task Force celebrates Transit Religious Leaders Caucus presents 3 panelists Leads campaign to increase funding for

Racial Equity Statement. Awareness Week, honoring all riders and speaking on'How to Preach, Teach and Live BadgerCare. Works on campaign to end shackling

drivers. Fights to maintain bus lines in SE our Faith Values in these Divisive Times! of pregnant women within prison system.
Wisconsin, so workers could get to their jobs.
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CELEBRATING OUR FIRST

20 YEARS

Celebrando la Diversidad del Condado de Waukesha
Segunda Feria Comunitaria Multicultural Anual de SOPHIA

En un hermoso dia de Agosto en el Cutler Park de
Waukesha abundaban las caras sonrientes de nifios y
adultos. La gente disfruté de una gran variedad de vendedores
de comida tipica desde comida venezolana, japonesa, griega

y mexicana, asi como de pasteleria casera de otros paises. La
Feria conto con vendedores artesanos que trajeron ropa tipica,
artesanias y productos tipicos, de las herencias culturales de sus
paises de origen para compartir y vender.

Musicos y bailarines de México, Ucrania, Turquia, Japon,
Rumania y la cultura musical afrolatina compartieron sus
talentos y culturas. jMuchos bailarines invitaron a miembros
de la comunidad a unirse y aprender! Abundaban las sonrisas
y la alegria.

Los puestos de informacion proporcionaron recursos
comunitarios para cultivar alimentos de manera sostenible,
distribuir libros, dirigir juegos infantiles y contar historias
infantiles conocidas en espafol y/o inglés.

Otros puestos también brindaron informacién valiosa sobre
el trabajo de SOPHIA, desde la situacion de las viviendas
asequibles en Waukesha, informacion sobre cuestiones de
justicia penal y cuestiones de inmigracion.

SOPHIA trabaja para educarnos a nosotros mismosy a
nuestra comunidad sobre la rica diversidad que converge
a nuestro alrededor, para brindar entretenimiento y alegria a
la comunidad, para mostrar las numerosas pequefas empresas
de nuestra comunidad y para brindar acceso a todos los
recursos de excelente calidad en Waukesha.

iVen a pasar un dia de alegria con tus vecinos, familiares y
amigos, mientras experimentas las ricas culturas que existen en
nuestro maravilloso Waukeshal!

iEsté atento a los detalles de nuestra feria que en el 2024 se
llevara a cabo en el mes de septiembre!

DECEMBER, 2019 SPRING, 2020

Immigration Task Force SOPHIA leaders facilitate community
hosts workshop for Latinx book discussions: Waking Up
immigrants with attorneys 2 O 2 O White—spurring community

to answer questions. conversations on racial equity.

T U | U RO U (LD RO IR
l FEBRUARY 16, 2020

Criminal Justice Task Force presents ‘Smart Investing:
People NOT Prison, Making our Communities Safer
and Stronger! A forum highlighting graduates of
drug and alcohol treatment courts.

18 SOPHIA 2024 = www.sophiawaukesha.org

A The joy of dancing spread throughout the Fair.

SUMMER, 2020
Transportation Task Force leads
multifaceted actions to increase
funding to public transportation..

SPRING, 2020 FALL, 2020

SOPHIA joins WISDOM to urge early  Begins dialogue about future of Huber

release of prisoners already approved  Facility in Waukesha; contributing to

for parole due to COVID-19 pandemic.  discussions on options, continuing
participating in Criminal Justice
Collaborating Council.

www.facebook.com/sophiawaukesha



TWO DECADES OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS.

" A FUTURE OF POSSIBILITIES.

Celebrating Waukesha County's Diversity

SOPHIA’s Second Annual Multicultural Community Fair

Smiling faces were in abundance on a beautiful August day in
Cutler Park, Waukesha. People enjoyed a variety of food vendors—from
Venezuela, Japan, Mexico and Greece, as well as homemade pastries from other
countries. Many vendors brought fashion, wares, arts and crafts from their
cultural heritages to share and sell.

Musicians and dancers from Mexico, Ukraine, Tiirkiye, Japan, Romania and
Afro- Latino musical culture shared their talents and cultures. Many dancers
invited community members to join in and learn! Smiles and joy abounded.

Information booths provided community resources for growing food
sustainably, distributing books, leading children’s games, telling familiar
children’s stories in Spanish and/or English.

More booths also provided valuable information about SOPHIA's work—from
the state of affordable housing in Waukesha, to information about criminal
justice and immigration issues.

SOPHIA works to educate ourselves and our community about the rich
diversity that converges around us, to bring entertainment and joy to the
community, to showcase the

many small businesses in our

community, and to provide

access to all the excellent

quality resources in Waukesha.

Come spend a day of joy with
your neighbors, families, and
friends, while experiencing the
rich cultures that exist in our
Wonderful Waukesha!

See the back cover
for details about the
September Multicultual

Community Fair!
® OCTOBER 3,2020
Past, Present and Future of SOPHIA
reflections shared by SOPHIA leaders JUNE, 2021 NOVEMBER 10, 2021
at ‘Drive-in’ Prayer Breakfast at Church Immigration Task Force members deliver Religious Leaders Caucus
of the Resurrection, Pewaukee. School MARCH, 2021 rice and beans to Senator Ron Johnson to Event—Debra Schneider,
Sisters of Notre Dame honored as SOPHIA/WISDOM members draw attention to essential contributions SOPHIA member, presents:
longtime members (as order moves out 2 O 2 1 meet with legislators in first made by immigrants. Driver Cards for ‘Creation Care for Faith
of Waukesha County). Virtual Madison Action Day. undocumented persons continues. communities!
---------------------------- l——-------—----—-------—---——-----------»
SPRING - FALL, 2020 NOVEMBER 6, 2021 JULY, 2021
Launches Relational Voter Program and Integrated ‘Speak Up and Show Up, Carl Fields, Lead Prayer Vigil challenges people to
Voter Engagement—?2 initiatives to increase voter Organizer for EXPO (EX-Prisoners Organizing) work to combat systemic racism—
engagement: Members send information to 363 energizes all at second ‘drive-in’ Prayer Breakfast. joining vigils around the state.
incarcerated individuals eligible to vote.
www.facebook.com/sophiawaukesha = www.sophiawaukesha.org = SOPHIA 2024 19



CELEBRATING OUR FIRST

20 YEARS
Religious Leaders Caucus

seeing Political
Issues Clearly

by Audrey Hebert

SOPHIA's Religious Leaders’ Caucus presented a
three-week program, Seeing Political Issues Clearly, in
February and March. The objective for the program
was to provide information and promote dialogue
about some of the highly politicized issues related

to our upcoming elections. Each program began

with an overview of a broad concept followed by three
examples of current issues in that category. Members of
the Religious Leaders’ Caucus presented.

Session one discussed social justice with specific
presentations on racial equity, immigration, and
climate change. The second session focused on family
values offering information on healthcare, housing, and
family diversity. In our third session, we explored faith
and religious freedom with a focus on the effects of
colonialism, incarceration, and Christian Nationalism in
more detail. Each session ended with an optional thirty-
minute discussion period.

Participants from around the state joined these exciting
and informative programs, giving positive feedback.

“..SOPHIA makes a positive difference in the lives

of others every day. Lives of many people with

substance abuse problems have been improved and

probably saved. Families in our communities have

safe and affordable housing. Issues immigrants

face are recognized and efforts to work for them to

become more fully welcome in our society continue.”
—SOPHIA past President Joel Gaughan,

reflecting in 2014

Caucus de lideres religiosas
Ver Claramente los
Problemas Politicos

por Audrey Hebert

El Caucus de Lideres Religiosos de SOPHIA presenté un programa de tres
semanas, Ver las cuestiones politicas con claridad, en febrero y marzo."

El objetivo del programa era proporcionar informacion y promover
el didlogo sobre algunos de los temas altamente politizados
relacionados con nuestras préximas elecciones. Cada programa
comenzé con una descripcién general de un concepto amplio seqguido
de tres ejemplos de temas actuales en esa categoria. Presentado por los
miembros del Caucus de Lideres Religiosos.

La primera sesion discutid la justicia social con presentaciones especificas
sobre equidad racial, inmigracion y cambio climatico. La segunda
sesion se centrd en los valores familiares ofreciendo informacion sobre
atencion sanitaria, vivienda y diversidad familiar. En nuestra tercera
sesién exploramos la fe y la libertad religiosa con un enfoque en los
efectos del colonialismo, encarcelamiento y nacionalismo cristiano con
mas detalle. Cada sesion finalizé con un periodo de discusién opcional de
treinta minutos.

Participantes de todo el estado se unieron a estos programas interesantes
e informativos y brindaron comentarios positivos sobre lo abordado.

“..SOPHIA marca una diferencia positiva en la vida
de los demds todos los dias. Las vidas de muchas
personas con problemas de abuso de sustancias

han mejorado y probablemente se han salvado.

Las familias de nuestras comunidades tienen
viviendas seguras y asequibles. Se reconocen los
problemas que enfrentan los inmigrantes y contintian
los esfuerzos para trabajar para que sean aceptados
en nuestra sociedad.”

—SOPHIA ex presidente Joel Gaughan,
reflexionando en 2014

JANUARY 16, 2022

Criminal Justice Task Force leads
Community Seminar on Racial
Inequality and Mass Incarceration.

20 SOPHIA 2024

MAY 21,2022

Prayer Breakfast resumes in-
person with poet Laureate Dasha
Kelly Hamilton charging all to
step outside their comfort zones
to move forward together.

NOVEMBER 9, 2022
Religious Leaders
Caucus Event, Rev. Libby
Howe: People of Faith,
People of Justice.
l APRIL, 2022 AUGUST 12,2022
First bilingual Yearbook First MultiCultural Community

published. Fair—free, family oriented event
in Cutler Park.

=  www.sophiawaukesha.org =

APRIL, 2023

Increases efforts; joins other
organizations to push for
Driver Licenses/Cards.

l APRIL 1,2023

Housing Justice Task Force sponsors
Community Forum—Kevin Nye,
author, speaks on Housing First
model addressing homelessness.

www.facebook.com/sophiawaukesha



TWO DECADES OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS.

Equipo de
Equidad Racial

SOPHIA esta comprometida a acabar

con el racismo y la desigualdad en el
condado de Waukesha.

El Equipo de Equidad Racial de SOPHIA trabaja

con todos los grupos de trabajo y comités, ya que
todos los problemas afectan negativamente a las
personas de color de alguna manera. A través de
capacitaciones y debates abiertos, los miembros de
la Junta Ejecutiva buscan diligentemente formas de
hacer que nuestra organizacién sea mas inclusiva

y acogedora para todos. Los miembros del Grupo
de Trabajo, los miembros del Caucus de Lideres
Religiosos y los comités de trabajo estan abordando
cuestiones dificiles pero criticas.

Actualmente, el Equipo de Equidad Racial est4
encuestando a miembros y lideres especificamente
sobre equidad racial dentro de SOPHIA; trabajando
para avanzar todos hacia la Equidad.

A FUTURE OF POSSIBILITIES.

Racial Equity Team

SOPHIA is committed to ending racism

and inequality in Waukesha County.

The Racial Equity Team works with all task forces and committees, as all
SOPHIA issues negatively affect people of color in some way. Through
trainings and open discussions, Executive Board members are diligently
seeking ways to make our organization more inclusive and welcoming
to all. Task Force members, Religious Leaders Caucus members as well as
working committees are tackling difficult but critical issues.

The Racial Equity Team is currently surveying members and leaders
specifically on racial equity within SOPHIA; working to move all forward
towards Equity.

Land & Labor Acknowledgement

SOPHIA recognizes historical injustices. We acknowledge
that we occupy the ancestral homeland of Indigenous
people, from the mound builders (700 BC) to the current
day Potawatomi. We acknowledge the past and present
harm and injustice caused by colonialism and genocide
to the Indigenous Tribes of Wisconsin. We acknowledge
the past and continued economic benefits that colonizers
have gained from the forced and enslaved labor of African
and Indigenous people. The legacy of colonialism and
slavery persists today. We are committed to work towards
racial equity, inclusion, liberation, and the dismantling of
all oppressive social and economic systems.

Reconocimientoalatierray el trabajo

SOPHIA reconoce las injusticias histéricas. Reconocemos que
ocupamos la tierra ancestral de los pueblos indigenas, desde
los constructores de monticulos (700 aC) hasta los actuales
Potawatomi. Reconocemos el dafio y la injusticia pasados y
presentes causados por el colonialismo y el genocidio a las
tribus indigenas de Wisconsin. Tenemos conocimiento de los
beneficios econémicos pasados y actuales que los colonizadores
han obtenido del trabajo forzado y esclavizado de los pueblos
indigenas y africanos. El legado del colonialismo y la esclavitud
persiste hoy. Estamos comprometidos a trabajar por la equidad
racial, la inclusion, la liberacion y el desmantelamiento de todos
los sistemas sociales y econémicos opresivos

NOVEMBER 8, 2023

AUGUST, 2023 FALL, 2023 Religious Leaders Caucus
Religious Leaders send Criminal Justice Task Force Event addresses White 2024
letter to the editor meets with stakeholders Christian Nationalism, led by 20 Years of SOPHIA
supporting Workforce re: remagining Huber Law Dan Bice, Milwaukee Journal 2 O 2 4 celebrated!
Housing in Brookfield. Sentences. Sentinel reporter. Our work continues...
-l ------------------------------------------------- l ----------------- >
APRIL 27,2023 AUGUST 13,2023 OCTOBER 14, 2023 MARCH 15, 2024
Madison Action Day—50 SOPHIA  Second MultiCultural Annual Community Breakfast—Rev. Marian Boyle stirs crowd County Exec. Paul Farrow announces Huber

members meet with Waukesha
County legislators re: SOPHIA/
WISDOM issues.

Community Fair in Cutler Park
brings hundreds together.

www.facebook.com/sophiawaukesha

charging people of faith to use ‘Truth, Power, Persistence’ for
justice work. Brookfield Alderperson Mike Hallquist speaks on
need for low-income housing in all municipalities.

Facility Closing, a goal of Criminal Justice Task
Force for years—Persistence pays off.

SOPHIA 2024 21
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CELEBRATING OUR FIRST

20 YEARS

SOPHIA...how it all began

Relationships and living faith values

2003:

Waukesha County pastors and faith
leaders met together regularly to share
their passions for social justice ministry,
with an emphasis on justice in the wider
community.

Rev. Joe Ellwanger met with various
groups of faith leaders around Waukesha
County who heard of this opportunity.
Each pastor was invited to go back to
their congregation, meet with members
that were possibly looking for a tangible
way to live their faith and determine if
their congregation/faith organization
would become a part of a community-
based social justice organization. Each
congregation individually discerned
whether to commit (or not) to continuing
the journey that was to become SOPHIA.

On April 25, 2004:

Ten congregations/faith organizations
covenanted to create SOPHIA at
Community United Methodist Church
in EIm Grove.

Included in the covenant were:

Ascension Lutheran Church of Waukesha

Community of the Living Spirit

Christ the Servant Lutheran Church,
Waukesha

Church of the Resurrection, Pewaukee

First Congregational United Church of
Christ, Waukesha

Galilee Lutheran Church, Pewaukee

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, New Berlin

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Waukesha

Waukesha catholic Worker

Waukesha Pentecostal Temple

From that beginning, leaders arose,
SOPHIA’s work began...

Ascension Lutheran Church: Iva Richards
Iva recalls that Rev. Jim Bickel recognized
her passion for social justice, which was a
relatively new concept in 2004. Iva knows
now that SOPHIA was a good way to

22 SOPHIA 2024 =
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express her beliefs—through social justice
ministry and interfaith beliefs. SOPHIA can
address multiple issues, far more effectively
than any one congregation can.

Community of the Living Spirit: Kate Jolin
Kate notes that Community of the Living
Spirit (CLS) was formed in 1971 with

an interfaith social action/justice focus.
Kate attended the meeting with Rev. Joe
Ellwanger as he met with faith leaders

in Waukesha and recognized that the
mission/focus of a potential social
justice organization fit perfectly with
CLS’s mission.

CLS continues to be a very active
member of SOPHIA with many members
in leadership roles, hosting an annual
fundraiser for a Scholarship Fund created
in memory of an active member, Dave
Helling, and has held a city-wide fundraiser
for SOPHIA at Waukesha Civic Theatre.

Church of the Resurrection:

Rev. Jim Stein, retired

Pastor Jim Stein recalls that the
genesis of Church of the Resurrection’s
covenanting with SOPHIA was led by

pastors, inviting church members to join
in the learning and discernment process.
Pastors brought a passion for social
ministry with an emphasis on justice for
the wider community. Pastor Carolyn
Sellers served as an officer in SOPHIA,
recruiting and supporting members to
join, insuring a financial commitment from
the congregation. Many of those original
members of the Core Team have been
active in SOPHIA over the decades—Pat
and Dennis Faherty, Dick Manke, Betty and
Dave Groenewold.

First Congregational United Church

of Christ: Bev Bradford

Bev recalls being invited by Rev. Howard
Bowman to learn more about a faith-based
social justice group being considered

for Waukesha County. Rev. Bowman
recognized the interest/passion for social
justice within several church members,
guiding the congregation in discernment,
study and discussion. First Congregational
UCC remains an active member, with
several congregants serving in leadership
capacities in SOPHIA and many more
supportive of SOPHIA's work.

“That’s God'’s vision for us—that we carry in our bodies a strong counter-story to
the story of all despair and injustice around us today—that we, like the prophets,
might be the ordinary people through whom God can work. That we might be
disciples, who are empowered to go out...to proclaim a new and different way
of being in the world together, to be about healing, to treat one another with the

deepest of love and respect.”

—SOPHIA's first President, Rev. Joy McDonald Coltvet, reflecting in2004

“Esa es la vision de Dios para nosotros: que llevemos en nuestros cuerpos una
fuerte historia contraria a la historia de toda la desesperacion e injusticia que nos
rodea hoy; que nosotros, como los profetas, podamos ser personas a través de
las cuales Dios pueda obrar. Para que seamos discipulos capacitados para salir

a proclamar una forma nueva y diferente de estar juntos en el mundo, tratarnos
unos a otros con el mds profundo amor y respeto.”

—De nuestra Primera presidenta, la Rev. Joy McDonald Coltvet, reflexionando en 2004

www.facebook.com/sophiawaukesha



2003:

Los pastores y lideres religiosos del condado
de Waukesha se reunieron periédicamente
para compatrtir sus pasiones por el
ministerio de justicia social, con énfasis en la
justicia en la comunidad en general.

El reverendo Joe Ellwanger se reunié con
varios grupos de lideres religiosos en todo

el condado de Waukesha que se enteraron

de esta oportunidad. Se invité a cada pastor
aregresar a su congregacion, reunirse con
miembros que posiblemente estuvieran
buscando una forma tangible de vivir su fe y
determinar si su congregacioén/organizacion
religiosa se convertiria en parte de una
organizacién comunitaria de justicia social.
Cada congregacion discernié individualmente
si comprometerse (0 no) a continuar el camino
que habria de convertirse en SOPHIA.

El 25 de abril de 2004,

Diez congregaciones/organizaciones
religiosas acordaron crear SOPHIA en la
Iglesia Metodista Unida Comunitaria
en Elm Grove.

Incluidos en el pacto estaban:

Ascension Lutheran Church of Waukesha
(Iglesia Luterana de la Ascension )

Community of the Living Spirit
(Comunidad del Espiritu Vivo)

Christ the Servant Lutheran Church, Waukesha
(Iglesia Luterana de Cristo el Siervo)

Church of the Resurrection, Pewaukee
(Iglesia de la Resurreccion)

First Congregational United Church of Christ,
Waukesha (Primera Congregacion, Iglesia
Unida de Cristo)

Galilee Lutheran Church, Pewaukee
(Iglesia Luterana de Galilea)

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, New Berlin
(Parroquia St. Elizabeth Ann Seton)

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Waukesha
(Iglesia Luterana de San Lucas)

Waukesha catholic Worker
(Trabajador catélico de Waukesha)

Waukesha Pentecostal Temple
(Templo Pentecostal de Waukesha)

TWO DECADES OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS.

A FUTURE OF POSSIBILITIES.

SOFIA...como empezd todo

Relaciones y valores vivos de la fe.

A partir de ese inicio los lideres
surgieron y el trabajo de SOPHIA
comenzo...

Iglesia Luterana de la Ascensién:
Iva Richards

Iva recuerda que el reverendo Jim
Bickel reconocio su pasion por la
justicia social, que era un concepto
relativamente nuevo en 2004. lva
sabe ahora que SOPHIA era una
buena manera de expresar sus
creencias, a través del ministerio
de justicia social y las creencias
interreligiosas. SOPHIA puede
abordar multiples temas, mucho
mas eficazmente que cualquier
congregacion por si sola.

Comunidad del Espiritu Viviente :
Kate Jolin

Kate sefala que Community of the
Living Spirit (CLS) se formé en 1971
con un enfoque interreligioso de
accién social y justicia. Kate asistio
ala reunién con el reverendo Joe
Ellwanger mientras éste se reunia
con lideres religiosos en Waukesha, y
reconocio que la mision/enfoque de
una posible organizacién de justicia
social encajaba perfectamente con La
mision de CLS.

CLS continua siendo un miembro
muy activo de SOPHIA, con muchos
miembros en roles de liderazgo,
organizando una recaudacion de
fondos anual para un Fondo de
Becas creado en memoria de un
miembro activo, Dave Helling, y ha
realizado una recaudacion de fondos
para SOPHIA en toda la ciudad en
el “Waukesha Civic Theatre” (Teatro
civico de Waukesha.

Iglesia de la Resurreccion:
Reverendo Jim Stein, jubilado

El pastor Jim Stein recordd que la
génesis del pacto de la Iglesia de
la Resurreccion con SOPHIA fue
dirigida por pastores, invitando a
los miembros de la iglesia a unirse
en el proceso de aprendizaje

y discernimiento. Los pastores
trajeron pasion por el ministerio
social con énfasis en la justicia
para la comunidad en general.

La pastora Carolyn Sellers sirvio
como oficial en SOPHIA, reclutando
y apoyando a miembros para

gue se unieran, asegurando un
compromiso financiero por parte
de la congregacion. Muchos de esos
miembros originales del Equipo
Central han estado activos en
SOPHIA a lo largo de décadas:

Pat y Dennis Faherty, Dick Manke,
Betty y Dave Groenewold.

Primera Congregacion, Iglesia
Unida de Cristo: Bev Bradford

Bev recuerda haber sido invitada
por el reverendo Howard Bowman
para aprender mas sobre un

grupo religioso de justicia social
que se esta considerando para

el condado de Waukesha. El Rev.
Bowman reconocié el interés/
pasion por la justicia social dentro
de varios feligreses, guiando a la
congregacion en el discernimiento,
el estudio y la discusion. First
Congregational UCC sigue siendo
un miembro activo, con varios
feligreses sirviendo en capacidades
de liderazgo en SOPHIA, y muchos
mas apoyan el trabajo de SOPHIA.
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Grupo de Trabajo de Inmigracion

SOPHIA continua luchando por soluciones
de inmigracion humanas

La inmigracion se ha convertido

en un tema extremadamente
polémico, que es parte de la agenda
diaria y seguira siéndolo a medida
que se acerquen las elecciones.

Los politicos siempre han utilizado el
tema de la inmigracién como palanca

en un sentido u otro, pero la verdad es
gue ningun partido politico ha hecho

lo correcto en los ultimos 30 afos. Los
politicos se avientan la pelota unos a otros
sin lograr brindar un alivio verdadero, ya
gue no hacen mds que poner un curita

al problema.

David Liners—

Hemos experimentado en nuestras
comunidades una gran afluencia de
personas que buscan asilo politico y,

en general, ha habido muchos casos de
éxito. Creemos que como personas de fe
debemos buscar soluciones humanas y ser
justos con nuestros vecinos, hermanos y
hermanas necesitados.

A nivel estatal, seguimos fracasando en la
restauracion de las licencias de conducir
a todos los habitantes de Wisconsin.
Actualmente, diecinueve estados y el
Distrito de Columbia han adoptado una
politica para que las personas sin tarjeta

de seguro social puedan obtener
privilegios de conduccién después de
aprobar el examen escrito y el examen
practico. Esto ha permitido carreteras
mas seguras y ha ayudado ala
economia local. Desafortunadamente,
nuestros formuladores de politicas en
Wisconsin prefieren hacer politica que
hacer lo correcto para sus electores.

SOPHIA se compromete a continuar
abogando por nuestros hermanos y
hermanas inmigrantes y agradecemos
cualquier ayuda financiera o voluntaria
para este grupo de trabajo.

La gente comun sigue haciendo cosas

edtraordinarias

(Viene de la pdgina 9)

valores de inclusion y equidad. En

ese caso particular, SOPHIA perdié la
batalla, pero gano la guerra cuando
finalmente se construyd la vivienda.
Esa postura valiente y basada en
principios en realidad le costé a
SOPHIA algunos miembros e incluso
algo de apoyo financiero. Al final, sin
embargo, hizo a SOPHIA mas fuerte.
SOPHIA no es una organizacién que
simplemente aparece cuando es
facil o cuando la causa es popular.

SOPHIA ha sido persistente.
Durante los ultimos tres anos, los
lideres de SOPHIA han estado
abogando para que el condado de
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Waukesha cierre sus instalaciones
Huber. (ver pdgina 10) SOPHIA ha
presionado para que se realice

un cambio para que las personas
sentenciadas a Huber sean sometidas

a monitoreo electrénico y, en lugar

de ir al centro, regresen a casa por la
noche. SOPHIA se reunié con miembros
de la Junta del Condado, el Sheriff, el
Ejecutivo del Condado y otros. Incluso
organizaron una excursién a La Crosse
para conocer cdmo La Crosse habia
implementado ese cambio. En marzo de
2024, iel condado de Waukesha anuncié
que hard exactamente lo que SOPHIA
ha defendido!

Durante 20 afos, SOPHIA ha sido una
fuerza poderosa en el condado de
Waukesha.

Gente ordinaria sigue haciendo cosas
extraordinarias. Las proximas dos décadas
requerirdn que mas personas de fe y

buena voluntad den un paso adelante

para seguir construyendo esta comunidad
de compasidn, esperanza, impetu y
perseverancia.

SOPHIA es una voz que el condado
de Waukesha y Wisconsin necesitan
escuchar, jincluso mds fuerte!

www.facebook.com/sophiawaukesha



TWO DECADES OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS.

" A FUTURE OF POSSIBILITIES.

Immigration Tash Force

SOPHIA continues to fight for humane
immigration solutions

Immigration has become an
extremely hot topic and it will
continue to be as elections
get closer.

Politicians for many years have used the
immigration issue as leverage one way
or the other, but the truth is no political
party has done the right thing in the last
30 years. Politicians have kicked the can
and have failed to bring true relief and
have done not much other than put a
band-aid on the problem.

www.facebook.com/sophiawaukesha =

We have experienced in our communities
a big influx of people seeking political
asylum and overall, there have been many
cases of success. We believe that as people
of faith we need to seek humane solutions
and be fair to our neighbors, brothers and
sisters in need.

At the state level, we continue to

fail on restoring driver licenses to all
Wisconsinites. Currently nineteen states
and the District of Columbia have
adopted a policy so that people without
a social security card are able to obtain
driving privileges after they pass the

written exam and the road test. This
has allowed for safer roads and helped
the local economy. Unfortunately, our
policymakers in Wisconsin would rather
play politics than doing the right thing
for their constituents.

SOPHIA is committed to continue to
advocate for our immigrant brothers
and sisters and we welcome any help,
whether financial or volunteering for
the Immigration Task Force. SOPHIA will
continue to fight for state driver cards/
licenses legislation.

Creating a
world of limitless
possibilities.

Proud to support SOPHIA Waukesha.

Jeff Alberts - Small Business Specialist
262.350.9421 | jeff.alberts@usbank.com
Market Square Branch

17195 W. Bluemound Rd.

Brookfield, WI 53005

Member FDIC. ©2024 U.S. Bank 1181001 3/24

usbank.com

I@bank
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CELEBRATING OUR FIRST

20 YEARS

Congratulations SOPHIA on 20 years of serving Waukesha County
with social justice actions and resources—a voice for all.

FII‘St Congregatlonal 100 E. BROADWAY, V\./AUKESHIA e 262-542-8008
fcw.office@gmail.com
United Church of Christ Waukesha www.firstuccwaukesha.org
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M

VANTAGE

FINANCIAL

YOUR PARTNER.
YOUR SUCCESS.

Lake Country Unitarian Universalist Church Retirement Planning
W299 N5595 Grace Drive, Hartland, WI 53029 Investment Analysis

262-369-1703 www.lcuuc.org SJZZIf\hS i:j:;:;t

Estate Planning
Tax Strategies

JESSE NIEDERBAUMER

Managing Partner & Senior Wealth Advisor
jniederbaumer@vfplanning.com

ANDY MEYER
Partner & Senior Wealth Advisor
ameyer@vfplanning.com

13230 Watertown Plank Rd., Suite A
Elm Grove, WI 53122

P | 262-439-8587
W | vfplanning.com

Dedicated to providing the community
with compassionate, detailed and

affordable personal service.

Locally Owned & Operated
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Community of the Living Spirit

An inter-faith community

Celebrating life in all its diversity, seeking social justice and
honoring each one’s search for meaning.

All are welcome! Sunday 10:00 AM

On Zoom OR at the ARCh Building (Association for the Rights of Citizens with Handicaps)
419 Frederick Street Waukesha, WI 53186

OR Outdoors at Bethesda Park Waukesha when weather permits.

Check our website for up-to-date information or call 262-521-9185

www.communitylivingspirit.com
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Church and Chapel
Funeral Homes

“There’s One Near You.”

Supporting the
efforts of SOPHIA

262-549-0659

Waukesha/Pewaukee
Brookfield/New Berlin

Family owned and
operated by the
Ted & Pam Larsen
Family

www.churchandchapel.com
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ENTE

LPING HANDS
ILDING HOPE

HE
BU

262-549-8726

www.hopecenterwi.org

A FUTURE OF POSSIBILITIES.

ST MARK’S LUTHERAN
CHURCH

424 Hyde Park Avenue B

Waukesha, Wl 53188
Welcome2stmarks.com

YOU ARE WELCOME!
Sunday Worship Services
at 9:30am in-person AND
on Facebook and YouTube |

Neighborhood Block Party
on September 15, 2024
at 11:00am-1:00pm

Gathered Together by God

to Grow and Go Out

Goodman Family Insurance

We shop/You Save

Contact us today for all
of your insurance needs!

Office: 262.599.8031
Cell: 414.507.8007

KellyGoodman@GoodmanFamilylnsurance.com

16535 W. Bluemound Road, Suite 110
Brookfield, WI 53005

GoodmanFamilyInsurance.com

www.facebook.com/sophiawaukesha
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Urethane Systems Plus, Inc.
810A Progress Avenue

Waukesha, WI 53186
262-544-2077

softtouchbases.com
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FIRST
UNITED
METHODIST

Church of Waukesha

Oben hearts. Open minds. Open doors.

Worship with us 121 Wisconsin Ave.
9:30 a.m. Sundays Waukesha,WI 53186

In-Person or Online
www.fumcwaukesha.org (262) 542-4256

The people of First United Methodist Church,

partners in SOPHIA’s Mission of Social Justice.

The Greater Milwaukee Synod, ELCA is proud to partner with SOPHIA as
we live into God’s vision of a world that embodies the fullness of life: justice,
peace, equity, hope and love for everyone, including all races, genders,
identities, abilities, and social status.

Learn more at
Greater Milwaukee Synod milwaukeesynod.org

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America ﬂ 6 n
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“When Service Matters”

www.WaukeshasFuneralHome.com

Waukesha’s Community Funeral Home
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Alejandra Resendiz Audrey Hebert Bernie Gonzalez Betty Groenewold Bev Bradford

Bob Stoll David Bodoh Ellen Poplawski Rev. Jim Bickel Joan Mikecz

Proud to Serve as SOPHIA's Board of Directors
Representing various Faith-Based and
Community Organizations.

John Prestby Lynne Smith Marjorie May Mary Adele Revoy Rev. Michelle Henrichs

Pat Faherty Ray Knutilla Sandy Peters Stephanie Davis

Celebrating 20 Years,

of Building Relationships and Working for Justice
in Waukesha County and Beyond!








